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           September 24, 2005

Dear Mr. Pettigrew,

I write to send you for your information, a copy of the Shan States Gazette, Interim Shan Government, Federated Shan States.

The Shan States declared and affirmed its independence in exercise of our democratic Rights by Treaty - The Panglong Agreement of 1947 & the 1948 Constitution of the Union of Burma that we entered with the Government of Burma and signed by General Aung San (who is Aung San Suu Kyi’s father) for Burma.

The Shan declaration of April 17, 2005 follows over 4 years of necessarily secret canvassing by Shan Leaders that included senior members of the Shan Nationalities League for Democracy headed by Hkun Htoo Oo who is now imprisoned in the notorious Insein Prison in Rangoon. The canvassing resulted in a majority vote for independence from 48 out of 54 Se-Viengs or Counties of the Shan States that consists of Shan, Pa-O, Wa, Palaung States and other autonomous regions. Representatives from the Counties then appointed a 10 Member Standing Committee for Independence that selected and appointed the Interim Shan Government and its Cabinet. 

The Shan process and procedures are not only democratic and popular but they are also absolutely legal by Treaty and Constitution. Neither was the decision to declare Independence taken hastily nor without due consultation and deliberation under extreme and dangerous conditions of SPDC Burmese Army occupation, which is brutal and oppressive - this is well known.

I  would like to request the Canadian Government to sponsor and initiate a legal proceedings in the International Criminal Court at the Hague against the Burmese SPDC regime and their senior generals for Crimes Against Humanity and other War Crimes in using rape as a weapon of war against innocent girl children & women and the unacceptable killings, torture and looting of our civilian Shan population that has been on going for nearly half a century from 1962 onwards -  (but some of our People would say 1958).

I look forward to hearing from you as to how the Government and the Parliament of Canada plans to proceed in this matter of War Crimes and Crimes Against Humanity towards the rouge regime of Burma.

Yours sincerely,

Tiger Yawnghwe, P.Geol.

c.c. Senator Dan Hays, Mr. David Kilgour, M.P., Mr. Bob Mills, M.P., Foreign Minister Hkun Hom – Interim Shan Government.

